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Business Person of the Year Award for Quay People’s Founder 

21 May 2007

Janette Withey, Managing Director of Quay People, has just been awarded Business Person of the Year at the 2007 Docklands Business Club and East London Chamber Business Awards. The award was presented at a glittering ceremony on Thursday 17th May at the Old Royal Naval College in Greenwich.
The award for Business Person of the Year was designed to celebrate the ability of an individual to motivate and display entrepreneurial acumen, dynamism, enterprise and charisma. Entries were also required to demonstrate a great business track record, how they had overcome hurdles along the way, and to provide examples of innovation, creativity, inventiveness, vision, perseverance and their support to others in business. 

Janette, who has been in the recruitment industry for nearly three decades, was supported by clients, business associates and her former employer for her friendly, flexible approach and her ability to pro-actively deliver successfully for clients and candidates alike. 
Janette believes that success means finding a good personal fit between people, which is why she places so much emphasis on understanding her clients and candidates, their needs, and their ways of working. Proof of Janette’s winning approach is that Quay People still have most of their original clients.

Since Quay People arrived in Docklands, Janette has been fiercely committed to the area. In the early years Janette supported start-ups with office space - at one time five different companies, with no more than a desk and phone to their name, rented space from her as she helped to establish them on the first ladder of success.  
More recently Janette was approached to become a Mentor for RITE supporting entrepreneurs within the industry, and has worked to fill skills gaps within the region by advising local colleges. 

As one client who has known Janette since 1990 commented, “Janette makes the entire recruitment process easy and painless”.  He went on to say that her friendly and flexible approach makes him feel that he is a truly valued client; the big recruitment agencies simply aren’t interested in smaller firms.  
Another client from the public sector added, “She knows what I want before I know myself!”  He added that he uses Janette to keep him abreast of all the legislative changes in the area of human resources.

Janette Withey, Managing Director Quay People commented:

"This award really means something – I’m delighted to be able to show that an independent company delivering a more personal recruitment service for clients and candidates can deliver success! However, special mention must be made for the team at Quay People who all take the same, very human approach."
- ENDS -
Notes to Editors

Janette Withey owns and manages Quay People, a highly successful, independent recruitment service, tailored to the needs of London Docklands and surrounding areas. Quay People specialise in the provision of skilled administrative support for temporary, contract and permanent jobs.

Quay People has grown dramatically over recent years identifying and supplying the skilled individuals essential to the development of the region’s most demanding and successful organisations:

· Annual turnover £1m 2006/07

· Year on year growth has averaged 31% over the last 3 years

· Clients, most of whom have been with the business since its inception, range from major corporates to SMEs, and include public sector agencies and borough councils.

· Candidates include those for whom East London is their home, and those looking to move into the area from across Europe and elsewhere; at present Quay People represent over 40 different nationalities.

In October 2006 Janette was awarded the accolade of the Life Time Achievement award at the inaugural London & South East Recruitment Awards 2006, sponsored by The Recruitment and Employment Confederation. The awards recognise the achievements and potential of individuals and companies involved in recruitment, with the Life Time Achievement Award designed to recognise consistently high achievement within the industry.
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Nicky Field

nicky@oliverdaniels.com
t: 020 7538 0232 
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